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General information   Students 
Location Al Mankhool   Gender of students Boys and girls 
Type of school Private   Age range 4-5 
Opening year of 
school 

2012   Grades or year groups KG 1-KG 2 

Website  www.ambassadorkg.com   Number of students 
on roll 

323 

Telephone 043799333 
  Number of children in 

pre-kindergarten 0 

Address 
12C street Mankhool, Bur 
Dubai, 126924 

  
Number of Emirati 
students 

1 
Principal Rashmi Nagendra   

Principal - Date 
appointed 2/8/2015   Number of students 

with SEND 10 

Language of 
instruction 

English   

Largest nationality 
group of students 

Indian 
Inspection dates 25/09/2017 to 

27/09/2017  

  

       

Teachers / Support staff   Curriculum 
Number of 
teachers 

20   Educational permit / 
Licence  

Indian 

Largest nationality 
group of teachers 

Indian   Main curriculum Indian    

Number of 
teaching assistants 15 

  External tests and 
examinations Not Applicable 

Teacher-student 
ratio 1:16   Accreditation Not Applicable 

Number of 
guidance 
counsellors 

1 
  National Agenda 

benchmark tests  Not Applicable 

Teacher turnover 5%     
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In order to judge the overall quality of education provided by schools, inspectors consider the six 

standards of performance that form the basis of the UAE School Inspection Framework (the 

framework). They look at children’s attainment and progress in key subjects, their learning skills 

and their personal and social development. They judge how effective teaching and the assessment 

of learning are across the school. Inspectors consider how well the school’s curriculum, including 

activities inside and outside classrooms, meet the educational needs of all students. They judge 

how well schools protect and support children. In addition, inspectors judge the effectiveness of 

leadership, which incorporates governance, management, staffing and facilities.  

Inspection judgements are drawn from evidence gathered by the inspection team, including 

observation of students’ learning in lessons, review of their work, discussions with students, 

meetings with the staff, parents and governors, and review of surveys completed by parents, 

teachers and students. 

Judgements are made on a six-point scale  

DSIB inspection teams make judgements about different aspects, phases and subjects that form 

the work of the school, using the scale below, which is consistent with the framework. 
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Ambassador Kindergarten LLC school was inspected by DSIB from.25/09/2017 to 27/09/2017. 

The overall quality of education provided by the school is very good. The section below 

summarises the inspection findings for each of the six performance indicators described in the 

framework. 

Leadership and management 
Leadership and management of the school are very good. Partnership with parents and 
governance are key features of the school and have improved and are highly effective. 
Governors rigorously hold the school leaders to account for the quality of teaching and 
children’s attainment and progress. 

 

Students’ achievement  
Students’ personal and social development, 

and their innovation skills 

Children continue to make very good progress 

in English and are also making very good 

progress in mathematics and science. 

Attainment in English, mathematics and 

science is very strong. In science, children also 

show high levels of achievement as a result 

of their abilities to explore, investigate, record 

and justify their conclusions. 

 Children's personal and social development is 

a strength of the school. They have positive 

and responsible attitudes. They are eager to 

learn and have a clear awareness of 

acceptable social behaviour and tolerance of 

others. Their understanding of Islamic values 

is very good. The addition of sensory 

activities has enhanced children’s confidence 

and self-reliance along with their cognitive 

skills. 

 

Teaching and assessment  Curriculum  
The protection, care, 

guidance and support of 
students 

The qualities of teaching and 

assessment have been 
strengthened and are very 

good. Teachers apply their 

strong understanding of 
how young children learn 

best to plan purposeful 
topics and meaningful 

experiences that stimulate 

children’s interest and love 
of learning. Learning 

objectives are very clear. 
Teachers successfully 

encourage children to 

investigate, solve problems 
and be innovative. 

 The curriculum fully 

matches the school's vision 
and provides rich and 

challenging learning 

experiences for all children. 
A key strength of the 

curriculum is the range of 
activities such as yoga, 

dance, music and a strong 

emphasis on life-skills and 
moral education.  Lessons 

are purposefully planned for 
cross-curricular transfer of 

knowledge, especially 

between mathematics and 
science. 

 The arrangements for the 

protection, care and support 
of children are very good. 

Supervision of children 

throughout the day ensures 
their safety. Their health 

and well-being is overseen 
and promoted by well-

qualified medical staff. 

Healthy living is 
systematically encouraged 

in all aspects of school life. 
Children with special 

educational needs and/or 

disabilities (SEND) are 
welcomed into the school 

and receive high quality 
support. 
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 The caring ethos and positive relationships ensure that children become confident learners 

with high levels of self-esteem. 

 Attainment and progress in English, mathematics and science are very good. 

 The school has successfully created a culture of learning that allows for experimentation, 

enquiry and investigation. 

 Governance and the partnerships with parents are very strong. 

 

  

 Teachers should take more account of prior learning to support the matching of tasks and 

activities to the abilities of children and provide timely and purposeful interactions when 

they are working at learning centre activities. 

 Accelerate the progress of children with SEND and those who are gifted and talented in 

order to allow them to maximise their potential. 
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Very good    

Not applicable  Not applicable  Not applicable  Not applicable   Not applicable  Not applicable 

 Foundation Stage 

Learning skills Very good  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Foundation Stage 

English 

 

 

Attainment Very good  

Progress Very good  

Mathematics 

 

 

Attainment Very good  

Progress Very good  

Science 

 

 

Attainment Very good  

Progress Very good  
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 Foundation Stage 

Personal development Very good  

Understanding of Islamic values 

and awareness of Emirati and 

world cultures 

Outstanding  

Social responsibility and innovation 

skills 
Very good  

 

 Foundation Stage 

Teaching for effective learning Very good  

Assessment Very good  
 

 Foundation Stage 

Curriculum design and 

implementation 
Very good  

Curriculum adaptation Very good  
 

 
 Foundation Stage 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection / 

safeguarding 

Very good  

Care and support Very good  

 

The effectiveness of leadership Very good  

School self-evaluation and improvement planning Very good  

Parents and the community Very good  

Governance Very good  

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Very good  

5. The protection, care, guidance and support of students 
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In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-

President and Prime Minister of UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched 

the UAE National Agenda 2021, with education being a prime 

focus. The National Agenda includes two major objectives 

developed with the intention of placing the UAE among the most 

successful countries that provide world-class education. By 2021, 

it is expected that the UAE will feature in the top twenty countries 

in the ‘Programme for International Student Assessment’ (PISA) test and in the top fifteen 

countries in the ‘Trends in Mathematics and Science Studies’ (TIMSS) test.  

In response to this, each participating school was issued a report on their students’ performance 

in these international assessments and, in addition, they were provided with clear targets for 

improving their performance. In 2015, KHDA launched the National Agenda Parameter, which is a 

method for measuring and monitoring schools’ progress towards achieving their individual 

National Agenda targets through the use of external benchmarking assessments.  

The following section focuses on the impact of the National Agenda Parameter in meeting the 

school’s targets: 

 

Not Applicable 

 

  



 

10 

 

 

 The social studies curriculum aligns fully with the requirements of the UAE social studies 
learning outcomes.  

 Teachers plan purposeful lessons and provide engaging learning environments to 
challenge all groups of children. 

 Learners show high levels of confidence enabling them to make connections to their 

everyday world and be successful learners. 

 The school has strong assessment procedures, which allow teachers to report accurately 

on children’s attainment and progress in social studies. 

 

The school’s implementation of the UAE social studies is well developed. 

 

 The majority of children are able to plan independently and pursue their own lines of 
enquiry and research using technology appropriately and thoughtfully, leading to 

innovative and creative outcomes. 

 Children are provided with a variety of opportunities to support the school and wider 

community creatively and innovatively. 

 Teaching is structured in the majority of lessons to enable children to use hand-held 

technologies to record their achievements. 

 The curriculum design incorporates Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEAM) activities through which imaginative and creative thinking is encouraged 

especially in mathematics and science.  

 The senior leadership team, working with the governors, has ensured that the culture of 
learning and innovation is embedded in the school curriculum.  

 

The promotion of a culture of innovation is developing well. 

 

  

 Students  
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Not applicable  Not applicable  Not applicable  Not applicable  Not applicable  Not applicable  

 Standards of attainment have improved. The large majority of children attain above 

curriculum standards in most aspects of language and literacy. Children make very good 

progress from their starting points as beginners in English, particularly in developing their 

speaking and understanding of English. 

 Children make very good progress in recognising letters and sounds and use their skill in 

reading words and simple texts. They develop early reading skills very well through 

exposure to a wide range of literature and other texts. Children can explain clearly what 

has been read to them. 

 Writing skills are strong. Children use their phonic knowledge to create short sentences 

and spell simple words accurately.  They understand different types of writing and can 

make lists, label pictures and write a few short stories. 

 

 

For development  

 Accelerate progress in literacy further by ensuring that learning centre tasks and activities 

are sufficiently challenging and well matched to the abilities of all children, including 

those with SEND and the more able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Foundation Stage 

English 

 

 

Attainment Very good  

Progress Very good  
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 Assessment data indicates that more than 85% of children achieve numeracy skills above 

the expected standards. Conceptual understanding and logical reasoning are emphasized 

in the lessons. Most children can use mathematical vocabulary correctly and use this when 

solving problems.  

 A large majority of Foundation Stage 2 children extend their spatial reasoning and 

knowledge of shapes when, for example, designing a bridge or tower. Critical thinking 

skills are strongly developed through opportunities for evaluation such as testing models 

for strength using non-standard units such as marbles. 

 The teachers provide lessons that generate excitement and interest in the mathematics. 

Children seek creative and alternate solutions to problems. For example they can suggest 

multiple ways for calculating the area of a given shape. 

For development  

 Provide hands-on learning activities which are scaffolded and supported by appropriate 

written work to strengthen the children’s conceptual understanding. 

 

 A large majority of children demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the living world, 

materials and energy that are above the expected curriculum standards.  They are 

developing the scientific skills of exploration, investigation, recording and justifying 

conclusions. 

 Children can answer questions by gathering information from pictures, texts, people and 

direct experiences. They share observations, verbally and in writing, with increasing detail 

and are able to represent experiences with drawing and simple writing. 

 Changes to the Foundation Stage curriculum are resulting in children showing improved 

ability to investigate open-ended questions. For example, when comparing the distance 

travelled by three trucks with varying weights moving down an incline, they clearly 

understood the importance of different variables. 

For development  

 Strengthen the implementation of the STEAM project.  

 Provide greater challenge for high achievers. 

  Foundation Stage 

Mathematics 

 

 

Attainment Very good  

Progress Very good  

  Foundation Stage 

Science 

 

 

Attainment Very good  

Progress Very good  
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 Foundation Stage 

Learning Skills Very good  

 Children make regular connections to the real world. They use the skills they have learned 

in different settings. In particular, they make connections between their work in science 

and when using materials, for example when building a bridge that will carry a toy vehicle.  

 Critical thinking is a very strong feature of lessons throughout the school. Children are 

skilled in using hand-held technology to plan and record work in the classroom. 

 Many opportunities are provided for independent learning supported by thoughtful teacher 

direction. Children are keen to take the initiative and they work successfully in pairs and 

small groups.  

For development  

 Provide additional opportunities for children with SEND and those who are gifted and 

talented to extend their range of learning skills and apply them effectively. 

 
 

 Foundation Stage 

Personal development Very good  

 

 Attitudes to learning are strong in all classes with children demonstrating an eagerness to 

learn and become fully engaged. As a result they take responsibility and are keen to share 

what they know with others.  

 Children display a very strong sense of right and wrong in every class and are keen to 

listen to others and take account of their views. 

 The addition of dance, yoga and sensory activities has resulted in increased confidence 

and self-reliance, and developed children’s ability to think differently. 

 

 Foundation Stage 

Understanding of Islamic values and 

awareness of Emirati and world 

cultures 

Outstanding  

 

 Children demonstrate a secure knowledge of Islamic values.  

 The adoption of the “Around the World” theme is providing excellent opportunities for 

children to share different cultural characteristics. 

 Children demonstrate excellent understanding and appreciation of the Emirati and the 

wider world cultures.  

 



 

14 

 

 

 Foundation Stage 

Social responsibility and innovation 

skills 
Very good  

 

 In all classes, children display a strong work ethic and are keen to make the class and the 

world around them better places. They are sensitive to the needs of others and want to 

help those who are disadvantaged in the community. 

 The “Attitude of Gratitude’ ongoing programme is helping children recognise and express 

gratitude for the contribution of various people around them. Their understanding of the 

roles different people play in the community is strong. 

 As a result of increased opportunities, children’s understanding of environmental issues 

and involvement in projects related to energy and water conservation solutions are 

developing well. Children understand that by turning off taps and light switches they are 

saving water and energy. 

 

For development  

 Provide more opportunities for children to reflect upon key Islamic values and relate them 

to their everyday lives and experiences in the UAE. 

 Enable children to take more responsibility for the environment around them and make 

social contributions through initiating consistent eco-friendly practices in the environment. 

 

 

 Foundation Stage 

Teaching for effective learning Very good  

 

 Teachers have very good subject knowledge. They apply their understanding of how young 

children learn best to plan purposeful topics and meaningful experiences that stimulate 

children’s interest and love of learning. Most learning centres are thoughtfully planned and 

allow children to develop a wide range of skills. 

 Learning objectives are very clear, and time and resources are used well to enable children 

to make very good progress. Positive relationships are a feature of all lessons and support 

children in developing strong self-esteem and confidence as learners. 

 Focused teaching in small groups is very successful in accelerating children’s progress. 

Teachers’ questioning effectively promotes critical thinking, particularly in science. 

Teachers provide purposeful activities that develop collaboration and independent enquiry. 

They encourage children to investigate, solve problems and be innovative. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 

 

 

 Foundation Stage 

Assessment Very good  

 

 Detailed assessment is undertaken consistently against every strand of the learning goals. 

All details are recorded and shared with parents on a regular basis. Short-term targets are 

set to support continuous progress for all groups of children. 

 Senior leaders are aware of the attainment trends in the school. Assessment data are 

analysed critically to coach teachers who then address any gaps in learning. 

 Formative assessment tools are well developed with all teachers and teaching assistants 

involved in observing and recording children’s progress in lessons. Teachers’ questioning 

and informal assessment tools are effective and enhance learning. 

For development  

 Identify prior learning in all lessons or topics to enable teachers to match tasks and activities 

accurately to the abilities of children.  

 Develop tracking systems that identify the progress made by each child over their two years 

in the Kindergarten to support the evaluation of the effectiveness of new initiatives. 

 

 

 Foundation Stage 

Curriculum design and 

implementation 
Very good  

 

 The curriculum is broad-based to support the all-round development of children. It 

encompasses strands of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) programme and the ICSE 

Early Years Curriculum. Continuity and progression are very clear. Topics are thoughtfully 

planned to integrate learning.  

 A key strength of the curriculum is the attention paid to a range of activities such as yoga, 

dance, music, water-play and the emphasis on life-skills and moral education. Children are 

offered free choices of learning opportunities within most lessons.  

 All teachers and leaders are involved in reviewing the curriculum in light of children’s 

performance and to meet the national priorities. As a result, lessons are purposefully 

planned to identify opportunities for cross-curricular transfer of knowledge, especially 

between mathematics and science.  
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 Foundation Stage 

Curriculum adaptation Very good  

 

 Curriculum modifications are driven by the learning needs of children, which are identified 

through the analysis of assessment data and classroom observations. Lesson plans detail 

the support being provided to students with SEND as well as those who are identified as 

having particular gifts and talents. 

 Enhancements have been made to the curriculum to identify opportunities for children to 

innovate in the classroom. As a result they benefit from open-ended investigations. For 

example, when playing with containers and objects in water, they learn about water's 

properties. Children appreciate different cultures through the initiative of “World Around 

Us”. 

 The curriculum is adapted to enable children to learn about UAE society and culture in all 

aspects of their experiences at school. Consequently they can compare life and living in 

UAE to other countries of the world. 

 

For development  

 Extend and strengthen STEAM by planning more rigorous activities for high ability groups.  

 Provide more structured time for free out-door play and artistic expression.  

 

 

 Foundation Stage 

Health and safety, including 

arrangements for child protection / 

safeguarding 

Very good  

 

 Child protection arrangements are clearly defined, understood by all and effective. The 

school deals sensitively and efficiently with children’s needs and concerns. 

 Staff fully understand their roles and responsibilities in ensuring all children are safe. Very 

efficient arrangements help to ensure the safety of children on school transport. 

Comprehensive records are kept of regular and routine fire drills, evacuation procedures 

and other incidents. 

 Medical staff are vigilant in their care. They make routine checks and keep detailed records. 

Relevant medical information is systematically shared with staff. The school premises, 

equipment and resources are appropriate for the educational needs of all children. 
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 Foundation Stage 

Care and support Very good  

 

 The school cares for and supports all children very well. There are very robust systems in 

place to support their emotional and physical needs. Staff and children have mutually 

respectful relationships. Behaviour is very good.  

 The school’s very effective partnership with parents contributes significantly to children’s 

progress. The promotion and management of attendance is very strong. 

 A wide range of assessments is used to identify students with special educational 

needs. Most teachers are aware of the strategies required to enable the students to make 

good progress. The school’s early alert system is effective in identifying specific needs and 

targeting support at an early stage. 

For development  

 Provide effective support and guidance for students with SEND and those who are gifted 

and talented to enable them to make consistently good and very progress in lessons.  
 

  

Provision and outcomes for students with SEND Good  

 Leaders and governors, including the inclusion champion, effectively promote an inclusive 

ethos. They show a strong commitment to ensuring that the provision for children with 

SEND is consistently good. Training for teachers and additional resources are having a 

positive effect on children's learning and wellbeing.  

 The school's early alert system is effective in identifying specific needs and targeting 

support at an early stage. Individual education programmes have clear targets. However, 

teaching and learning strategies, and success criteria are not sufficiently clear to be of best 

use to teachers.  

 The school’s very strong partnerships with parents contribute significantly to the progress 

children make. Parents are fully involved in the identification process, the formulation of 

individual education plans and the review of children's progress. Parents value the 

guidance and skilled help they receive from the school. 

 Children benefit from sessions from a qualified therapist in the well-equipped sensory 

room and the follow-up visits to classrooms to monitor progress. In most lessons teachers 

make adjustments to their teaching and modify the curriculum to support children. 

 The school has improved the rigour of its assessment and this is giving a more accurate 

measure of children's progress over time. Children make good progress in their learning 

and personal development when teachers have a clear understanding of their specific 

needs. 

For development  

 Provide more individualised support, particularly through learning centre activities, to add 
pace to children's learning and develop their learning skills. 
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The effectiveness of leadership Very good  

School self-evaluation and improvement planning Very good  

Parents and the community Very good  

Governance Very good  

Management, staffing, facilities and resources Very good  

 

 The senior leadership team has a clear vision and sense of purpose that is shared by all. The 
highly effective principal encourages her colleagues to be adventurous and innovative. 

They are assured of her support and appreciate her constructive feedback. Subject leaders 

demonstrate secure understanding of the curriculum and best practices in teaching. 

Communication is effective between all members of the community.  

 School improvement plans include precise targets, how they will be implemented, and 

details of how progress towards them is to be monitored. Plans result in a positive impact 

on students' achievements. Systematic checks on the quality of teaching and learning 

provide leaders with a clear view of strengths and weaknesses that need to be addressed. 

All the recommendations from the previous inspection report have been met. 

 The school enjoys highly successful and positive partnerships with parents. Parents offer 
critical and constructive feedback on proposed changes and their views are fully considered 

when developing school improvement priorities. Regular reports on learning, progress and 
attainment, as well as children’s attitudes and behaviour, are shared with parents. They 

are comprehensive and celebrate children’s strengths as well as identifying areas for 
improvement.  

 High quality and regular contact between the governing board and stakeholders ensures 

that members have a detailed knowledge of the school’s performance. Senior leaders are 
held fully accountable through insightful questions and challenge about assessment data 

and how leaders check on the quality of teaching. This enables governors to provide astute 
support for leaders and act as perceptive critical friends. 

 The school is very well organised. All members of staff are appropriately deployed in order 

to provide high levels of support for children’s learning and development. The premises 
strongly support the provision of lively academic and social learning experiences. Specialist 

facilities, such as the music, dance, yoga and sensory rooms are of an excellent standard. 
Resources effectively support learning needs.  

 

For development  

 School leaders should check that teachers consistently take account of prior learning to 

ensure tasks and activities are well matched to the abilities of children. 
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Before the inspection, the views of the parents, teachers and senior secondary students were 

surveyed. Key messages from each group were considered during the inspection and these 

helped to form inspection judgements.  

 

 
Students 

No. of responses = 0  

 
Parents 

No. of responses = 253 

 
Teachers 

No. of responses = 33 

 

 

 

Not Applicable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students 
Not Applicable. 
 

 Parents 

Nearly three quarters of the parents responded to the survey. Almost all 

parents who responded feel their children enjoy the Foundation Stage and 

are very satisfied with the quality of education provided. Almost all parents 

note their children are safe in school and on the buses.  The views of parents 

are supported by the inspection findings. 

 Teachers 

All teachers who responded to the survey feel children get along well 

together, are well behaved, and are respectful to teachers. Almost all 

teachers feel the school promotes children’s literacy and the love of reading. 

The views of teachers are supported by the inspection findings. 

  

The views of parents, teachers and senior students 
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The school has been asked to prepare and submit an action plan to DSIB within two months of 

receiving the inspection report. This should address:  

 recommendations from DSIB  

 areas identified by the school as requiring improvement  

 other external reports or sources of information that comment on the work of the school  

 priorities arising from the school’s unique characteristics.  

 

The next school inspection will report on changes made by the school. 

 

Dubai Schools Inspection Bureau 

Knowledge and Human Development Authority 

 

If you have a concern or wish to comment on any aspect of this report, you should contact 

inspection@khda.gov.ae 

mailto:inspection@khda.gov.ae

